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Subject: Law
Curriculum Intent (Covering Year 12 to 13)
Vision.
As a subject we would like our sixth form students to immerse themselves in our Legal system and explore all branches of
law and cases happening currently in the law courts. Outside of the class we hope to enrich students with extra-curricular
opportunities including visits to the Royal Courts of Justice, the Old Bailey and talks with legal professionals. Moving them
through this journey students will focus on the English legal system and areas of both private and public law within the law
of England and Wales. Students will be required to show knowledge and understanding of the nature of law and the
English legal system. This will provide them with the foundation for the study of both private and public law. The scheme
of work will develop learners’ understanding of legal method and reasoning through the study of statutory interpretation
and judicial precedent. They will be introduced to the concept of legal liability through the study of criminal law and the
law of tort. This will enable them to develop and apply the techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and
offer answers to legal problems, based on legal rules and principles and develop the ability to construct and
communicate legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities. Students will develop their knowledge of
law through advanced study of an additional legal subject – human rights law or the law of contract. They will develop
their critical awareness of the law through the study of the nature of law.

In short, we would like our students to develop into Legal Eagles.

The following qualities below are expected of legal professionals such as Barristers and Solicitors
E- Excellent interpersonal and social skills
A-Attention to detail with their work
G- Good Judgment
L-Love of learning and embracing of law in the news
E-Enthusiasm and commitment to work in and out of class
S- Skills in case researching and solving problems

How is the curriculum delivered?
The law curriculum is divided into themed modules of work which are generally completed within 6-8 weeks per module. The LEGAL
EAGLES vision is incorporated into each themed topic through an incorporation of the following methods outlined below. The
curriculum has been developed so that skills and knowledge are reinforced throughout the student’s study of law across year 12 and
13.

E Excellent
interpersonal
and social
skills

Students being active listeners of the teacher and peers during class discussions and taking an active interest in
what others have to say on a topic.
Students being encouraged to express themselves in a calm manner and be respectful of other peoples
opinions.
A culture of students being open to and asking for feedback from the class teacher and peers.
Students seeking out opportunities to develop social and interpersonal skills through law enrichment
opportunities such as the Napley Legal Challenge and Question and Answer Session with female Judges at The
Royal Courts of Justice.

A- Attention to
detail with
their work

Adopting a quality mind-set that is non-negotiable- They have to stay with an essay/mock exam submission until
it is on or above target.
Students use of essay plans for the criminal/tort law units that provide a structure for students to attain the detail
needed for 25 marker questions. They have to fine tune their responses to exam scenarios ensuring they are
concise and to the point.
Promoting routine of a minute a mark so that students are spending an appropriate amount of time on an
exam question.

G- Good
Judgment

Students being aware of their own personal bias when reading cases in the news and recognising that their
opinion isn’t always the correct one.
Students considering opposite points of view with cases. Good judgement is about making the best decision
rather than ensuring your viewpoint wins out.
Students accepting mistakes identified in their work and being able to take responsibility for mistakes and to
take negative feedback when required.
Students learning from experiences and banking what worked when completing an exam question and avoid
repeating what didn’t.

L Love of
learning and
embracing of
law in the
news

Planning of extracurricular opportunities for students outside of the classroom. Previous opportunities have
included visits to seminars at the Old Bailey in London, a filmed question and answer session at The Royal Courts
of Justice London and students participating in the Napley Legal Challenge.
Sparking pupils intellectual curiosity through an Incorporation of overnight reading challenges on cases that
have sparked media interest, getting students to read the article and feedback linking to the curriculum such as
what would be the pre trial procedures for the defendant, what sentence do they think the judge could
impose.
The teacher contributing the design of a engaging curriculum such as facilitating mooting and enacting court
cases assigning students legal roles such as defence/prosecution Barristers, Jury members and a Judge.

E - Enthusiasm
and
commitment

Ensuring students are aware of their goals across year 12 and 13 with an action plan of how they will be
accomplished and checkpoints for review of these.

to work in and
out of class

Providing students with an A3 ring binder that contains all resources for the A Level that is colour coded across
each unit.
Encourage students to work together and learn from each other, making them feel like a part of something
bigger.
Continual verbal and written feedback to be given to students to ensure students motivation stays high.
Deriving motivation from role models during their course of study be it trips to meet with guest speakers and
providing media clips to students in the lesson for example https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/51fe5032193f-4553-9c97-879e02d2dbef

S- Skills in
case
researching
and solving
problems

A weekly challenge of students researching a case in the news. Regularly reading case laws greatly enhances
legal research skills.
Teaching students to be effective readers and selective in what they read on case facts and judgements.
Engraining an ethos in to pupils when addressing exam questions to remain objective with the story in the exam
scenario, listing all the legal issues, identifying the defences and cases to support arguments and cast personal
opinion aside.

How is the curriculum assessed?
Assessments are completed ongoing after each individual topic is delivered, for example once the topic of theft is delivered, students
will be given a case study scenario assessing students ability to conclude if a defendant is guilt of theft using their knowledge gained
from the teaching. As the course is fairly new this is using exemplar questions and past examination questions from the OCR website
as well as sourcing of exam material linked to the current topic from AQA whose curriculum mirrors OCR’s. At Key Stage three our
Level descriptors provide a clear route of progression for students. At Ks5 we use the exam board grade boundaries and mark
schemes as well as our own “In-house” front sheet attached to each students work outlining where marks were gained for A01,A02
and A03 with a www and EBI comment. All of the assessment data is collected on a departmental mark book and will inform future
teaching and learning. At key points in the year determined by the school, year examinations will take place. These examinations

will test knowledge and skills across modules and are again assessed using examination mark schemes and grade boundaries. This
data is recorded on the school SIMS and is used to inform future planning and target setting across students.

How is the curriculum enriched (through speakers/visits/clubs) to generate a love of
learning? Gatsby links
The law curriculum boasts many wonderful extra-curricular opportunities across year 12 and 13. Outlined below are examples of
enrichment opportunities that have been provided to students.

The Legal Apprentice- Kingsley Napley
https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/thelegal-apprentice
This is offered to year 12 Law students and
done during lunchtime and after school.

What is the enrichment about

Links to the OCR A Level Law
Curriculum

Students entering the competition work as part of
a team to complete a series of tasks, designed to
encourage them to tap into their "inner solicitor" –
using skills and logic to provide legal advice for
virtual clients. The competition aims to provide
students with first-hand experience of what it is
like to be a solicitor.

Criminal process: Jurisdiction of
the Magistrates’ Court and the
Crown Court, including
classification of offences and
pre-trial procedures.
Barristers, solicitors and legal
executives: qualifications,
training, work and the regulation
of legal professions.
Changes and trends in legal
services, including the impact of
technology.

The Old Bailey Crime and Punishment
Seminars
https://old-bailey.com/seminars/
This is offered to year 12 and year 13
students as an evening trip.

The seminar hosts three speakers who give a talk
on their careers with a Q&A at the end of each
segment.
Students get an exclusive insight into the English
legal system from three different perspectives. It

Wider roles beyond court roles in
the legal system.

opens students eyes into how the law works on a
day to day basis from an insider’s point of view.
In the last visit students were introduced to Peter
Collett a psychologist and a former Oxford don.
David Tadd one of the top forensics experts in the
country. He was the forensic advisor to the Lord
Stevens enquiry into the death of Diana Princess
of Wales and the third and final speaker was
Timothy Langdale QC, who was one of the
country’s top criminal barristers.
Judicial question time event at The Royal
Courts of Justice

Courtroom workshop at The Royal Courts of
Justice.
https://www.nationaljusticemuseum.org.uk/
education/courtroom-workshops/

Students get an opportunity to learn more about
our legal system. The National Justice Museum
has been working with the Diversity and
Community Relations Judges at the Judiciary
and Young Citizens to develop opportunities for
young people to learn more about the
work of judges and to celebrate the first 100
years of women in law. Students got to pose
questions to the female judges and then eat
lunch and further network with them.

The judiciary: qualifications,
selection and appointment,
training, role, retirement and
removal.

Students learn about the law and justice system,
explore civil or criminal cases in a real courtroom,
create, prepare and present a trial, taking on
roles such as the judge, jury, barristers, witnesses
and defendant and collaborate to reach an
outcome or verdict and debate the best
sentencing options

Barristers, solicitors and Judges:
qualifications, training and their
work.

The separation of powers and
the independence of the
judiciary.

As law is not delivered as a course earlier in the curriculum then no prior entry qualifications are needed when selecting
law at A Level. However within Citizenship as outlined by the national curriculum students aims s to ensure that all pupils:


acquire a sound knowledge and understanding of how the United Kingdom is governed, its political system and
how citizens participate actively in its democratic systems of government



develop a sound knowledge and understanding of the role of law and the justice system in our society and how
laws are shaped and enforced

What skills and knowledge do students bring with them from Key stage 3 to key stage 4?
Teaching should develop pupils’ understanding of democracy, government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
Pupils should use and apply their knowledge and understanding while developing skills to research and interrogate
evidence, debate and evaluate viewpoints, present reasoned arguments and take informed action. Pupils should be
taught about:


the development of the political system of democratic government in the United Kingdom, including the roles of
citizens, Parliament and the monarch



the operation of Parliament, including voting and elections, and the role of political parties



the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom



the nature of rules and laws and the justice system, including the role of the police and the operation of courts and
tribunals

What skills do students bring from Key stage 4 to year 12?
Teaching should build on the key stage 3 programme of study of Citizenship to deepen pupils’ understanding of
democracy, government and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Pupils should develop their skills to be able to use
a range of research strategies, weigh up evidence, make persuasive arguments and substantiate their conclusions. They
should experience and evaluate different ways that citizens can act together to solve problems and contribute to society.
Pupils should know about:



parliamentary democracy and the key elements of the constitution of the United Kingdom, including the power of
government, the role of citizens and Parliament in holding those in power to account, and the different roles of the
executive, legislature and judiciary and a free press



the different electoral systems used in and beyond the United Kingdom and actions citizens can take in democratic
and electoral processes to influence decisions locally, nationally and beyond



other systems and forms of government, both democratic and non-democratic, beyond the United Kingdom



local, regional and international governance and the United Kingdom’s relations with the rest of Europe, the
Commonwealth, the United Nations and the wider world



human rights and international law



the legal system in the UK, different sources of law and how the law helps society deal with complex problem

What skills and knowledge do students bring with them from year 12 in to year 13?











Identifying questions and sequences of enquiry
Writing descriptively, analytically and critically
Communicating their ideas effectively
Developing an extended written argument
Drawing well-evidenced and informed conclusions about legal questions and scenarios.
Formulating a reasoned argument to support a particular proposition by reference to the relevant legal rules and principles
that support that argument.
Constructing clear, concise and logical legal arguments that are substantiated by legal authority, using appropriate legal
terminology.
Knowledge and understanding of the English legal system and areas of both private and public law within the law of England
and Wales.
An understanding of legal method and reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary.
The techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and offer answers to problems, based on legal principles, legislation
and case law.






The ability to construct conclusions and communicate legal arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities.
Competence in using legal skills during the study of the nature of law, legal issues and the English legal system, and the private
and public areas of substantive law.
An ability to analyse a factual scenario by identifying the key facts from which legal issues arise.
Analysing legislation by applying the rules and principles of statutory interpretation; and analyse case law by applying the
doctrine of precedent.

Law – Unit Summary
Term
Term 1 year 12

1st Half
Unit: Law Making

2nd Half
Unit: Law Making

This unit focuses on law making in England and
Wales as well as the European Union. Learners
will study law making methods and their
underpinning concepts. They will develop an
understanding of legal method and reasoning
as used by lawyers and the judiciary.

This unit focuses on law making in England and
Wales as well as the European Union. Learners
will study law making methods and their
underpinning concepts. They will develop an
understanding of legal method and reasoning
as used by lawyers and the judiciary.

Topics to be covered:

Topics to be covered:





Parliamentary law making
Delegated legislation
Statutory Interpretation

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?
Students appreciating that within law making
there can be broad, ambiguous phrases in





Judicial precedent
Law Reform
EU Law

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?
Students understanding of criminal law
enshrined in statute law passed by Parliament.

statute hence the need for rules of statutory
interpretation.
Term 2

Unit: Criminal Law

Unit: Tort Law

This unit focuses on the rules and general
elements of criminal law and non-fatal offences
against the person. It provides an introduction
to criminal liability. Learners will develop
knowledge and understanding of criminal law
and the skills to apply their legal knowledge to
scenario-based situations.`

This unit focuses on the rules of tort, liability in
negligence, occupiers’ liability and remedies. It
provides an introduction to civil liability. Learners
will develop knowledge and understanding of
the law of tort and the skills to apply their legal
knowledge to scenario-based situations.

Topics to be covered:




Term 3

General elements of criminal liability
Non-fatal offences against the person
Evaluation of non-fatal offences
including ideas for reform

Topics to be covered:
 Liability in negligence
 Occupiers liability
 Remedies
 Critical evaluation of liability in
negligence and occupiers’ liability
including ideas for reform

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?

Students making links from the consequences of
breaking criminal laws as to legal personnel
who would be involved in a criminal case.
Unit: The English Legal system

Students making links from the consequences of
breaching civil laws as to legal personnel who
would be involved in a civil case.

This unit focuses on the legal system, including
the nature of law, the civil and criminal courts

This unit focuses on the legal system, including
the nature of law, the civil and criminal courts

Unit: The English Legal system

and the legal profession. Learners will develop
knowledge and understanding of the processes
and people involved in the law and the
changing nature of the legal system.

and the legal profession. Learners will develop
knowledge and understanding of the processes
and people involved in the law and the
changing nature of the legal system.

Topics to be covered:
 Civil courts and other forms of dispute
resolution
 Criminal courts and lay people

Topics to be covered:
 Legal personnel
 Access to justice

Students making links from the consequences of
breaking and/ breaching laws with the process
and procedure of the civil and criminal justice
system and the processes of dispute resolution.
Term 1 Year 13

Students making links from the civil and criminal
justice systems with relevant legal personnel
and access to justice.

Unit: Tort Law

Unit: Criminal Law

This section focuses on the rules of tort, liability in
negligence, occupiers’ liability and remedies. It
provides an introduction to civil liability. Learners
will develop knowledge and understanding of
the law of tort and the skills to apply their legal
knowledge to scenario-based situations and
gain a critical awareness of the present state of
the law of tort.

This section focuses on the rules and general
elements of criminal law and provides an
introduction to criminal liability through the
study of offences against the person and
offences against property. Learners will develop
their knowledge and understanding of criminal
law and the skills to apply their legal knowledge
to scenario-based situations and gain a critical
awareness of the present state of criminal law.

Topics to be covered:

Topics to be covered:




Public and private nuisance
Rylands v Fletcher




Murder
Voluntary Manslaughter



Vicarious Liability

Prior learning to be revisited:
 Negligence
 Occupiers liability
 Evaluation

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?

Term 2






Involuntary Manslaughter
Offences against property
Mental capacity defences
General defences

Prior learning to be revisited:
 Elements of criminal liability
 Non-fatal offences against the person

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?

Students will re visit the defences and remedies
that apply to negligence and occupiers’ liability
as these apply to the remainder torts they learn
as part of this unit.

Students will re visit elements of criminal liability
focussing on Actus Reus and Mens Rea and
using these 2 co concepts to apply to the new
criminal offences that complete the unit.

Unit: Further Law

Unit: Further Law

This compulsory section focuses on the nature of
law. Learners will explore the nature of law in a
wider context and develop their understanding
of how the law interacts with morality, justice,
society and technology. They will consider the
changing nature of law. Learners will be
expected to bring together the different areas
of knowledge and understanding of the English
legal system and the nature of law, legal rules

This compulsory section focuses on the nature of
law. Learners will explore the nature of law in a
wider context and develop their understanding
of how the law interacts with morality, justice,
society and technology. They will consider the
changing nature of law. Learners will be
expected to bring together the different areas
of knowledge and understanding of the English
legal system and the nature of law, legal rules

and principles, concepts and issues from across
the full course of study.

and principles, concepts and issues from across
the full course of study.

Topics to be covered:

Topics to be covered:






Law and morality
Law and justice
Law and society
Law and technology

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?








Formation
Terms
Vitiating factors
Discharge
Remedies
Evaluation

How will learning from this unit be developed in
the next unit?

This is a new topic with no prior knowledge.
This is a new topic with no prior knowledge.

Term 3

Ideally a start on term 4 work within term 3 as it is
a detailed unit but pace will be determined by
the progress of the group.
 Examination preparation
Formal Revisions Programme determined and
shared according to the strengths and
weaknesses of the group. Use of PLCs
examination questions and self-study are crucial
to gaining success. Group and 1-1 support
given as required.

 Exams
Formal Revisions Programme determined and
shared according to the strengths and
weaknesses of the group. Use of PLCs
examination questions and self-study are crucial
to gaining success. Group and 1-1 support
given as required.

The order of this curriculum is determined by starting with those areas of Law that are less complex and easier to access. As we
progress through the course we build on the knowledge and skills gained in earlier units and this enables reinforcement and
revisiting of the central concepts before more complex ideas and challenges are presented. There will be lots of opportunities for
review and revision and reinforcement as we go through the course.
This curriculum allows learners to explore and learn about various areas of law and how the English legal system operates.
Understanding how law is made, the processes and procedures of the civil and criminal justice systems enables learners to then
conceptualise law in action for example, analysing legal problems and providing constructed legal arguments and conclusions
that are informed by legal principles, legislation and case law. Analytical skills and problem solving skills, legal method and
reasoning, are some of the everyday skills of lawyers and the judiciary that will begin to be developed.

